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NGC Labels for looth 
Anniversary Gold Coins 

Posted on 11/7/2016 


NGC has created a set of attractive labels for these limited-edition gold Issues. 
Complete your set with NGC’s stunning 100th Anniversary Walking Liberty Half 
Dollar label. The gold half dollar goes on sale Nov. 17. 

The US Mint has announced that it will release .9999 fine gold centennial editions 
of three iconic 20th century coins: the Mercury Dime, the Standing Liberty Quarter 
and the Walking Liberty Half Dollar. These three coins debuted in 1916 during a 
period of change for the nation's coinage—a time that many numismatists call a 
"renaissance." To celebrate their 100th anniversary, the US Mint will issue a 1/10 
ounce .9999 fine gold 2016 Mercury Dime, a 1/4 ounce .9999 fine gold 2016 
Standing Liberty Quarter and a 1/2 ounce .9999 fine gold 2016 Walking Liberty 
half dollar. 


NGC has created attractive special labels for each of these Centennial issues to 
commemorate their release. These labels will be available at no additional charge 
and are the default labels for these new coins. 
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NGC Centennial Labels for the Mercury Dime, Standing Liberty Quarter 
and Walking Liberty Half Dollar 
Click image to enlarge. 


Coins received by NGC within the first 30 days of their release are eligible for 
NGC's popular Early Releases® and First Releases® designations for an 
additional fee of $15 per coin. Select Special Label/Releases on the submission 
form. Learn more about Early Releases and First Releases here. Also see Early 
Releases / First Releases cutoff dates. See the submission instructions below. 

Submission Instructions: 

• If completing the submission form online, please use the tillable PDF versus 
the online form. 

• Submit the coins under the Modern grading tier or higher. The 5-coin 
minimum is waived for the Walking Liberty Half Dollar coin. If Early Releases 
or First Releases is desired, select Special Designation/Label and check 
either Early Releases or First Releases. If you do not want the Early 
Releases or First Releases designations, the 100th Anniversary label will 
still be included by default with the Modern grading tier fee. 

• To qualify for Early Releases or First Releases coins must be received by 
NGC before the Early Releases/First Releases cutoff date. 

• The default labels will be NGC's special 100th Anniversary label for each 
coin, shown below: 







100"' ANNIVERSARY 



100'" ANNIVERSARY 

• If you would prefer the Blue Early Releases label (shown below), write Blue 
Early Releases In bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 



EARLY RELEASES® 


• If you would prefer the Blue First Releases label (shown below), write Blue 
First Releases Label in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 



FIRST RELEASES® 


• If you would prefer NGC's Standard Brown label (shown below), write 
Standard Brown Label in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 




• Remove the coins from the US Mint packaging and submit them raw in 
capsules. Do not submit the Mint packaging. 

• If you would like Mint capsules returned, select “Return Mint Packaging” in 
section 3. 



Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 





Dealers should contact Miles Standish at Miles@NGCcoin.conn or Scott Heller at 
SHeller@NGCcoin.com for bulk submissions. 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
today. 
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NGC Red & Gold Display Boxes 
Are Back! 


Posted on 11/8/2016 

NGC Red & Gold Display Boxes are available now! 

NGC introduced a red and gold display box last year to much enthusiasm from 
collectors and dealers around the world. These attractive boxes are now back — 
but only until January 31 or while supplies last! 

Paired together, red and gold symbolize good luck and happiness in Chinese 
culture. These colors are particularly significant for Chinese New Year, which will 
be observed on January 28, 2017. 



NGC Red & Gold Display Box 
Click image to enlarge. 


The boxes are the perfect complement to a set of NGC-certified Chinese Panda 
coins, and the 2017 issues have just been announced. Of course, all types of 
NGC-certified coins look great in the attractive NGC Red & Gold Display Box. 



The NGC Red & Gold Display Box features a reflective gold foil NGC logo on a 
red base. It will hold up to 20 standard-size NGC holders. The boxes are sold by 
Certified Collectibles Group (CCG), an independent affiliate of NGC, for $10 each 
(plus applicable shipping fees and tax). 

Remember: NGC Red & Gold Display Boxes are available only until January 
31 or as supplies last — so act fast! 

Order now 

Payment must be made to CCG (not NGC). Florida residents must add 7% sales 
tax. Customers outside the Continental United States should contact CCG for 
shipping costs. 

To facilitate orders in China, NGC Red & Gold Display Boxes will be available 
from select NGC Official Submission Centers. For more information contact NGC 
Shanghai Business Information Consulting Co., Ltd., the China-based affiliate of 
NGC, at Service@NGCcoin.cn or (+86) 400-635-8226. 

Questions? Contact CCG Customer Service at Service@CollectiblesGroup.com 
or (+1)941-360-3994. 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1997 
Silver loY Unicorn 


Posted on 11/8/2016 

This is the 22nd instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn devoted to modern Chinese 
varieties. 

The Unicorn series that ran from 1994 to 1997 is a very popular issue. It can be 
found in various sizes, denominations and metal types. These coins were minted 
in both Mint State and Proof condition and the series contains many varieties. 
This month we will look at the 1997 Silver 10Y Mint State coin that can be found 
with and without a cloud curl below the Kilin on the reverse of the coin. 

This is an example of the “with curl” variety located on the reverse (Photos 1 & 

2 ). 



Reverse side of a 1997 Silver 10Y Unicorn with cloud curling (left) 
and close up of cloud curling (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


This is an example of the “without curl” variety located on the reverse (Photos 3 & 

4). 







Reverse side of a 1997 Silver 10Y Unicorn without cloud curling (left) 
and close up of no cloud curling (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


Both of these coins share a comnnon obverse featuring a Unicorn and the 
denomination of the coin (Photo 5). 



Obverse side of a 1997 Silver 10Y Unicorn 
Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry News: Awards 
Updates 

Posted by Collectors Society on 11/8/2016 

The deadline for consideration for the NGC Registry Awards is Dec. 1. 


The December 1,2016 annual NGC Registry Awards 
deadline is fast approaching. Do you have coins that 
are here for grading at the NGC offices and that still 
need a slot in the NGC Registry? Send an email 
request to registry@NGCcoin.com, so we can determine where your coin(s) may 
best fit. You may update your coins, pictures and comments in your sets until 
December 1, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. for consideration for the 2016 Annual NGC 
Registry Awards. After 10:00 a.m. on December 1, any changes you make to your 
Registry sets will not be considered for this year’s awards. 



You do not need to do anything to be considered for the awards. We will assess 
all sets that have been created by you, our valued collectors. We appreciate all of 
our participants’ efforts and look forward to viewing your unique collections. We 
will announce the winners on Friday, January 6, 2017. 


There are more new NGC World sets, below, that will be part of this year’s awards 
program, as well: 

• Australia - Commemorative: Silver $1,2013, Proof 

• Bahamas: Silver $10, 1973-Date, Mint State 

• Bahamas: Silver 50 Cents, 1969-Date, Proof 

• Bahamas: Silver $1, 1969-Date, Proof 

• Bahamas: Silver $2, 1969-Date, Proof 

• Bahamas: Silver $5, 1969-Date, Proof 

• Bahamas: Silver $25, 1979-Date, Proof 

• Bahamas: Silver $100, 1992-Date, Proof 

• Bahamas: Gold $10, 1967-Date, Mint State 






• Bahamas: Gold $50, 1967-Date, Mint State 

• Bahamas: Gold $100, 1967-Date, Mint State 

• Bahamas: Gold $150, 1973-Date, Mint State 

• Bahamas: Gold $200, 1973-Date, Mint State 

• Niue: Gold $2.50, 2016-Date, Proof 

• Russia: Copper Five Kopeks, Catherine I, 1726-1727, Circulation Issue 

• Russia: Copper Five Kopeks, Elizabeth, 1758-1762, Circulation Issue 

• Russia: Copper Five Kopeks, Catherine II, 1763-1796, Circulation Issue 

• Tuvalu: Silver Dollars, 2009-Date, Mint State 

The new slot requests for this month have included the sets below: 

• Canada - Commemorative: One Dollar, One Ounce, Commemorative 
Issues, 1981-Date, Specimen and Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Superman Series, 2013-Date, Complete 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $5, Commemorative Issues, 1973-Date, 
Complete 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $10, Commemorative Issues, 1973-Date, 
Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $10, Commemorative Issues, 1973-Date, 
Proof and Specimen 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 1985-2016, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 2016-Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 2016, Proof 

• Canada - Bullion: Silver $100 for $100, 2013-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver Panda 1 ounce or 30 grams Medals, 1984-Date, Mint 
State and Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver Panda Show Medals 1984-Date, Mint State and Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver Panda Medals, 1984-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: Gold 1 ounce or 30 grams Panda Medals, 1987-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: Gold Panda Medals, 1987-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: Gold Panda Show Medals, 1987-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: 1991 Panda 10th Anniversary Set, Complete 

• China - Panda: Panda Medals, 1984-Date, Complete 

• China - Panda: Panda Anniversary Issues, Complete 

• China - Lunar: Silver 1 Ounce 10Y, Lunar Series, 1997-2008, Mint State 

• Great Britain - Sovereigns and Bullion: Britannia Gold 25 Pounds, 1987- 
Date, Proof 

• Great Britain - Sovereigns and Bullion: Britannia Gold 100 Pounds, 1987- 
Date, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2015, Proof 





• Niue: Silver $1, 2014, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2013, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2012, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2011, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2010, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2007-Date, Proof and Prooflike 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2006-Date, Proof and Prooflike 

• Palau: Dollar 1992-Date, Proof and Prooflike 

• Somalia: African Wildlife Series, 2004-Date, Complete Silver Issues 

• Somalia: African Wildlife Series, 2004-Date, Silver and Gold, Complete 

• US: Commemoratives: Modern Commemoratives, 1982-Date, Mint State & 
Specimen 

• US: Commemoratives: Modern Commemoratives, 1982-Date, Complete 

• US: Commemoratives: Modern Gold Commemoratives, 1984-Date, Mint 
State & Specimen 

• US: Commemoratives: Modern Gold Commemoratives, 1984-Date, 
Complete 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: American Eagles, 1986-Date, 
Complete 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: American Eagles, 1986-Date, Mint 
State 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: Gold Bullion Issues, 1986-Date, 
Mint State 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: Gold Bullion Issues, 1986-Date, 
Complete 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email and let us know exactly 
how we can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it, and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely free. If you have 
any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP - Table of Contents 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Houston Money Show 

Posted on 11/8/2016 

Drop off your NGC submissions at the Houston Money Show! 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels* at the Houston 
Money Show, at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, Texas from 
Thursday, December 1 - Friday, December 2, 2016. NGC will be at Booth 117. 
Check with show staff for cut-off time. Cut-off time may change due to 
submission voiumes. All submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. 
Services include World Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® 
and more. Check with show representatives for details. 

Note: 


• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packaging, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Coin & Chronicles sets. 
Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin set. West Point 2-coin set, 

San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary Eagles, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 

or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

NGC is the officiai grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC Ancients: Successors of 
Alexander 


Posted on 11/8/2016 

For more than two centuries, monarchs issued gold staters and silver 
tetradrachms with images initially introduced by King Alexander “the Great. ” 

The Macedonian King Alexander III ‘the Great’ (336-323 B.C.) introduced two of 
the most familiar coin types of the ancient Greek world. For silver he paired a 
portrait of the demi-god Heracles with the seated figure of the god Zeus, and for 
gold he matched the portrait of Athena with a standing figure of that same 
goddess. 

Not only were untold millions of coins with these designs struck during 
Alexander’s reign, but for more than two centuries they were used by other 
monarchs and even by independent cities. Usually the monarchs who struck 
‘Alexandrine-style’ coins did not identify themselves, but instead retained the 
name of Alexander as part of the design. 

In some cases, however, the issuers revealed their identity by using their own 
name in place of Alexander’s. Below are some examples. 

The first to issue an Alexander coin type in his own name was Philip III (323-319 
B.C.), Alexander’s immediate successor as king of Macedon. He struck these 
coins in very large quantities along with at least an equal number of these coins 
on which Alexander’s name was retained. Shown here are a gold stater and a 
silver tetradrachm bearing Philip’s name. 



Philip III Gold Stater 
Click image to enlarge. 



Philip III Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Demetrius Poliorcetes was a Greek king who ruled from 306 to 283 B.C. in a 
variety of capacities, part of that time as king of Macedon. He mainly issued coins 
with his own designs, but on very rare occasions he paired his name with 
Alexander’s designs. Below are a gold stater and a silver tetradrachm of that type. 



Demetrius Poliorcetes Gold Stater 
Click image to enlarge. 




Demetrius Poliorcetes Silver Tetradrachm 


A later Macedonian king, Antigonus II Gonatus (277-239 B.C.), followed a coinage 
policy similar to that of Demetrius Poliorcetes in which he almost exclusively 
issued coins with his own designs. However, he also issued the occasional coin in 
his own name that bore Alexander’s designs. Below is one of those extremely rare 
silver tetradrachms. 



Antigonus II Gonatus Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


In the neighboring region of Thrace, one of Alexander’s close companions, 
Lysimachus, reigned as a regent or strategos (323-305 B.C.) and then as king 
(305-281 B.C.). During the course of his long reign he added other territories to 
his holdings, primarily in Asia Minor. Though he introduced his own, original coin 
designs he also struck very large numbers of coins using the familiar designs of 
his former king, Alexander III. Some of these bore his own name; two examples, a 
gold stater and a silver tetradrachm, are shown below. 



Lysimachus Gold Stater 
Click image to enlarge. 



Lysimachus Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Three later rulers, the Thracian King Cavarus (c.230/225-218 B.C.), the Paeonian 
King Audoleon (c.315-286 B.C.) and the Spartan King Areus I (309-265 B.C.) also 
issued Alexandrine-style tetradrachms. All of these coins are very rare today, with 
the one of Areus I being a particularly famous rarity. One example of each is 
illustrated below. 



Thracian King Cavarus Silver Tetradrachm 




Paeonian King Audoleon Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 



Spartan King Areus I Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Two other issuers of Alexandrine-style coins were King Seleucus I (312-281 B.C.) 
and Antiochus I (281-261 B.C.). In succession (even with some overlap) this 
father and son ruled the Seleucid Kingdom, which was based in Syria but which in 
this era also included a large swath of the Near East. 

Just like Lysimachus, Seleucus I had fought by the side of Alexander III and when 
he came to rule in Syria he issued substantial coinages using the types of 
Alexander. His son, Antiochus I, did likewise. As might be suspected, both 
produced coins of their own, original designs as well as Alexandrine types in their 
own names and in the name of Alexander. Shown below is a tetradrachm of 
Seleucus I and a stater and a tetradrachm of Antiochus I. 





Seleucus I Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 



Antiochus I Gold Stater 
Click image to enlarge. 



Antiochus I Silver Tetradrachm 
Click image to enlarge. 


Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 


Images courtesy of CNG. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1928 
South African Gold Sovereign 


Posted on 11/8/2016 


A group of four 1928 South African Sovereigns was recently submitted to NGC all 
struck from the same counterfeit dies. 


The gold sovereign is a coinage issue of Great Britain historically equal to one 
pound sterling. It was first struck from 1489-1604, and the denomination was 
revived in 1817. Former British territories, including Canada, Australia and South 
Africa, also struck these coins on occasion. 

The 1817 to date gold sovereigns feature the monarch of Britain on the obverse 
and a stunning rendition of St. George mounted on horseback slaying a dragon on 
the reverse. This attractive design, combined with the interesting history of these 
coins and their precious metal content, has made them very popular with 
collectors. Unfortunately, this popularity makes them a target for counterfeiters. 


A group of four 1928 South African Sovereigns was recently submitted to NGC. 
Unfortunately, all of them were counterfeit—in fact, all were struck from the same 
counterfeit dies. 



Two Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereigns 



Click images to enlarge. 


As you can see from the images, these are clearly too different coins. However, 
they both exhibit significant weakness in the strike of the hair. In addition, they 
both have the same die crack through the hair. While this shows that they were 
struck from the same obverse die, it does not prove that the coins are fake. 

A closer examination, however, reveals numerous repeating depressions and 
marks on the two coins. These were hits or cuts on the genuine coin from which 
the counterfeit dies were made. These defects were then transferred to every coin 
struck from those false dies. The counterfeiter clearly did not put much effort into 
finding a “host” coin with few marks and also does not appear to have made any 
attempt to remove these marks from the die. 



Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereigns 
Obverse Details 
Click images to enlarge. 


The reverses are also struck from the same die. As you can see from the photos 
below, the two coins look practically identical. This should throw up immediate red 
flags, especially when you take a closer look. 



Two Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereigns 





Click images to enlarge. 


Note the matching marks which have been circled in red. The most glaring one is 
a large gash across the horse’s neck that is clearly visible on both pieces. Also 
worthy of mention are the spikes coming out of the rim that have been circled in 
blue. These are known as tool marks and are quite common on counterfeit gold 
pieces. They are marks left on the die by the counterfeiter’s engraving tool and 
will be seen on every piece struck from those dies. 



Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereigns 
Reverse Details 
Click images to enlarge. 


There are even more issues on the left side of the reverse. Note the additional 
repeating marks circled in red and further tool marks extending out of the rim. 
Another problem can be seen below the tool marks: there is extreme weakness in 
the denticles along the periphery. This area clearly did not transfer well from the 
host coin and is quite soft. A genuine coin would almost never have such a large 
area of weakly defined denticles. When you see it on four coins in a row—as was 
the case with this submission—there is clearly an issue. 



Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereign 
Reverse Details 



Click images to enlarge. 


When determining the authenticity of a coin, it is very important to know what a 
genuine coin should look like. It often helps to put them side-by-side, so the 
images below show a genuine sovereign with the same design (left) compared to 
the first fake in the submission (right). Look how much more detail there is in the 
hair on the genuine piece as well as the upper part of the horse on the reverse. 
On the fake, the reigns simply fade into the horse’s neck. These stark differences 
clearly identify the four coins in this submission as fakes. 



left: Genuine 1914 South Africa Gold Sovereign 
right: Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereign 
Click images to enlarge. 



left: Genuine 1914 South Africa Gold Sovereign 
right: Counterfeit 1928 South Africa Gold Sovereign 
Click images to enlarge. 


Interested in more Counterfeit Detection articles, click here. 
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USA Coin Album: Two Coins for 
the Price of One 


Posted on 11/5/2016 


In its haste to coin back-dated 1851 silver dollars, the Mint overstruck existing 
pieces. 




The collecting of 
United States 
coins was an 
activity pursued 
by just a few 
dozen persons 
until the 1850s, 
when the hobby 
began to gain a 
greater following. 

For the most part this was a positive development that led to the formation of 
numismatic societies and the publication of useful books and periodicals. There 
was a downside, however, as the increasing demand for proofs and patterns led 
to a quarter century in which the US Mint became a purveyor of both authorized 
and clandestine rarities. 


Click images to enlarge. 


Proof coins of the current year’s issues had been sold by the Philadelphia Mint on 
a somewhat sporadic basis since the 1840s, and even some earlier issues could 
still be had. This service was not publicized at the time and it seems that only a 
handful of persons living in or near Philadelphia availed themselves of this 
opportunity. Proofs became more generally known by the mid 1850s, and the Mint 
finally published its terms of sale starting in 1858. After that time, all 
denominations were coined as proofs annually through 1915, but there soon 
arose a demand for pieces from earlier years that had become rare. The ever- 
rising prices that such coins were bringing at auction ultimately prompted some at 
the Philadelphia Mint to supply newly-struck examples of both known rarities and 








issues that had never been coined as proofs. 


Among the hot-ticket items restruck in proof finish starting around 1858 were the 
extremely popular Eagle cents, both the quarter dollar-sized patterns dated 1854- 
55 and the 1856 small cents of the then-current design. Also highly sought were 
the Gobrecht silver dollars of 1836-39. These were restruck in imitation of the 
originals using existing or newly-made dies, but entirely different varieties resulted 
from the mixing of various dies not previously used together. Mint Director James 
R. Snowden (1853-61) was agreeable to these practices, as he sought to 
augment the Mint’s own collection of George Washington medals and tokens. He 
used the Mint’s restruck rarities as trading bait to secure desired specimens of 
Washingtonia from established collectors. 

Silver dollars of the regular Seated Liberty type were also sought in proof by many 
collectors, but the pre-1854 pieces were extremely rare, and proofs had not been 
coined for each year in the series. Among the dates unknown in proof finish was 
1851 and even the currency strikes of that year were already quite scarce by the 
late 1850s. The 1851 silver dollar was thus a natural subject for restriking, and an 
unknown quantity of proofs was coined around 1858-60 from a different die pair 
than that used for the 1,300 originals. The restrikes are easily distinguished by 
having their date correctly centered between the Liberty figure and the border, 
whereas on the originals the date is too high. This first emission of restrikes was 
most likely approved by Director Snowden, but that’s not known for certain. It 
appears that additional proofs were struck from a different pair of dies that are 
only slightly distinguishable from the others. These coins probably date to the 
1867-77 period, when Mint Director Henry R. Linderman was a prolific sponsor of 
restrikes and fantasy pieces both for his own collection and for trading purposes. 
This practice was tolerated until the 1880s, when complaints from excluded 
collectors led to a ban that was reasonably well enforced. 

In their haste to coin 
proofs of the 1851 silver 
dollar. Mint workers 
created at least two very 
distinctive specimens. In 
the early 1980s, ANACS 
(which was then still 
owned by the ANA) 
received for 
authentication and 
grading an 1851 proof 




dollar that revealed a 
faint “O” mintmark. It was 
ultimately determined 
that an existing silver 
dollar had been used as 
a planchet for this 
particular specimen, and 
the mintmark had been 
nearly flattened by the 
restrike dies. The date is 
not readable, but it was 
most likely 1859-0 or 
1860-0, coins that would 
have been available 

during the known periods of restriking. A later examination revealed that the 
piece’s original edge reeding had been filed down so that it would fit within the 
collar of the coin press, making the dollar somewhat underweight. How many 
times this fascinating coin had traded hands before its secret was revealed is not 
known. 


Click image to enlarge. 


In 2004 another overstruck proof 1851 silver dollar surfaced. In this instance the 
underlying coin that had been used as a planchet bore a still-readable date of 
1846. Dollars were coined for circulation that year at both the Philadelphia and 
New Orleans Mints, but no trace of an “O” mintmark is visible, so it likely didn’t 
carry one before its restriking. Collectors were advised to begin examining their 
1851 proof silver dollars, of which fewer than 100 are believed to exist, for traces 
of underlying dates or mintmarks. 

While advanced collectors of the 19th Century were aware that the Philadelphia 
Mint had been coining restrikes, few persons examined their coins closely enough 
to distinguish between these and the originals. It’s thus not surprising that these 
two remarkable specimens went undetected until recent years. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Coins: The Last Palace 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 11/8/2016 

2016 is the 150th anniversary of Sun Yat-sen’s birth and the People’s Republic of 
China has Just released three coins to commemorate this event. 

It feels like a train station. We weave though the milling crowd in the ticket office 
lobby. The glass barrier between the clerk and the public has the word “ticket” 
painted on it in English. Everything else is in Chinese. Like most places in China, 
except high security areas, my California Driver’s License is an acceptable form of 
ID. After a few minutes, my two friends and I emerge out into the bracing, gray 
cold of a Nanjing winter day. 

Three arched walkways pierce the entry portal to the Republican Presidential 
Palace while a red flag flutters above. People stand about as the traffic rolls by. A 
lion statue distracts me and the cold attacks my right hand as I remove a glove to 
operate the camera. Then, tickets in hand, we stride straight through an archway 
to enter a broad courtyard rimmed by Ash trees. The sounds from the street fade 
behind us. 

This palace is nothing like China’s famous imperial palaces. It was built in 1864 in 
neoclassical style and, for me at least, recalls other neoclassical buildings like the 
Frick Collection in New York. Like the Frick, the rooms are filled with fine artwork, 
except everything here is Chinese. At the rear of the grounds stands a multi-story 
office building. 

It has no elevator, so we climb a few floors to finally arrive at a room with a 
numismatic connection—the president’s office. This is where Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
(pronounced Sun Zhong Shen in Chinese) worked. It takes me a while to work my 
way through the throng to the office doorway. The room is roped off to the public, 
but can be viewed from this spot. A portrait of the president leans out from the 
wall. His desk still sits near a window that looks out over the palace. Everything is 
neat and clean. It almost feels as if the room is quietly waiting for its owner to 
return and continue where he left off. 



Dr. Sun filled many roles in his life: revolutionary, physician and the first president 
and founding father of the Republic of China after the Xinhai Revolution. That 
revolt toppled the Qing Dynasty and ended more than two thousand years of 
imperial rule in China. He is revered the world over. Visitors to the Chinatown area 
of my own Los Angeles walk by a statue of him. 

2016 is the 150th anniversary of Sun Yat-sen’s birth and the People’s Republic of 
China has just released three coins to commemorate this event. There is a brand 
new 100 Yuan 8 gram gold coin (mintage 10,000), a 10 Yuan 30 gram silver coin 
(mintage 20,000) and a circulating copper alloy commemorative coin. This last 
one has a denomination of 5 Yuan and is made of yellow copper alloy (mintage 
300 million). 

If you go back 35 years to 1981, the first time that Sun Yat-sen’s image graced a 
modern Chinese coin was to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Xinhai 
Revolution. A 400 Yuan, oz. gold coin shows him on one face and revolutionary 
fighters on the other. 

Five years later, in 1986, the China Mint released two more Sun Yat-sen coins; 
these honor the 120th anniversary of his birth. A10 Yuan 27 gram silver coin is 
.925 fine and a 5 oz. silver coin is .999 fine. A side note; if you come across these 
in their original packaging you may need the services of NCS. Many plastic 
pouches have partly decomposed and left a residue on the coins. 

In 1991, Sun Yat-sen's image again appears on a set of coins that commemorate 
the 80th anniversary of the Xinhai Revolution. This set includes a 100 Yuan 1 oz. 
gold, a 100 Yuan 8 gram gold, a 50 Yuan 5 oz. silver coin and a 10 Yuan 1 oz. 
silver coin. 

1993 saw the issuance of 500 Yuan 5 oz. gold and 100 Yuan 1 oz. gold Sun Yat- 
sen coins. In 1996 came 50 Yuan ^>4 gold and 10 Yuan 1 oz. silver coins for the 
130th Anniversary of Sun Yat-sen’s birth. 

Sun Yat-sen is represented on an extensive number of Chinese coins—and that 
does not even include the numerous medals that honor him. To form a Sun Yat- 
sen set would be a significant and interesting numismatic accomplishment. 

Dr. Sun mostly spent his adult life in a struggle against tyranny, whether it was 
against the Qing Dynasty, or against Yuan Shih-Kai, another leader well known to 
coin collectors. His efforts are considered heralds of the later Communist 
revolution. Sun Yat-sen’s final words, reportedly, “Peace, struggle, save China,” 
echo through the decades and the world of coins. 



statue of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in Los Angeles, California, 
1986 50 Yuan silver coin and Dr. Sun’s office in Nanjing. 


Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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NCS Conservation: 
Environmental Damage 

Posted on 11/8/2016 


Environmental damage occurs when the surface metal of a coin oxidizes due to 
the interaction of chemicals and moisture in the immediate environment. 


Most damaging impairments to the surface of a coin are often divided into two 
large groups. The most common are known as “environmental damage.” By 
definition, environmental damage is any serious and often permanent change to 
the surface metal of a coin. This type of damage occurs when surface metal 
oxidizes due to the interaction of chemicals and moisture in the immediate 
environment. 


Environmental damage ranges from mild to severe. Staining is considered a less 
severe form of environmental damage. Typically afflicting silver coins, the surface 
metal has oxidized in a uniform manner to create a milky opaque appearance. 
The most severe stage of environmental damage is corrosion. Corrosion often 
appears as spots and, in more advanced cases, over the entire surface, that are 
often raised. The coin has a different texture than a regular undamaged surface. 
Corrosion is usually colored, such as black on a silver coin or red, orange and 
green on a copper or nickel coin. The simple term "environmental damage" will 
usually refer to oxidation damage on a portion of a coin surface. 




1876G Germany 5 Pfennig 

This nickel coin had some minor environmental damage that professional conservation 
was able to address with little permanent effects. 

Click images to enlarge. 



Click images to enlarge. 



Among the most common ways a coin may become environmentally damaged is 
when it has been buried in the ground for some time. Chemicals in the soil bond 
with metal atoms in the presence of water that acts as a catalyst to create the 
corrosion on the surface of a coin. Other environmental factors could also cause 
irreversible permanent surface metal changes such as extreme heat from a fire. 
Even long-term storage in a bank vault can create the right conditions for the 
development of minor forms of environmental damage when storage materials, 
such as paper or cloth, have time to combine with humidity in the air. 









(1355-75) France 1/2 G 

This medieval French coin was likely in the ground for some time and developed 
some tell tale green environmental damage. 

Click images to enlarge. 



Conservation was able to remove most the green without revealing much permanent surface damage. 

Click images to enlarge. 



China Yr10S$1 

This silver coin had likely been buried in the ground for some time and 
developed a red/green residue and environmental damage. 

Click images to enlarge. 



While not always the case with coins that have developed damage such as this, 
conservation was able to remove the marks without revealing much permanent damage. 

The ink stamp on the obverse was also able to be removed. 

Click images to enlarge. 

Environmental damage can also occur under certain storage conditions. As is 
frequently discussed, the chemical PVC that is in some cheap coin holders—most 
frequently soft flips— can leach out and deposit on the surface of a coin. This is a 
prime condition for the development of corroding environmental damage with the 
presence of humidity in the ambient air. Holders that are less-than-airtight could 
allow environmental conditions to begin the process of oxidation and 
environmental damage. 

In most cases, professional conservation can minimize the appearance of 
environmental damage and prevent any further damage. Surprisingly, coins with 
the least severe forms of environmental damage often have the least change 
following professional conservation. 

Prevention is the best remedy to prevent a coin from the ill effects of 
environmental damage. Your choice of coin holder holds the key. The holders 
used in NGC certification provide the best protection against the threat of 
environmental damage. 

For a list of NCS Conservation tiers and services, click here. 

NCS is an independent member of the Certified Collectibies Group. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1880 
Coronet Quarter Eagle 

Posted on 11/8/2016 

Quarter eagles of this type debuted in 1840 and were copied from the eagles and 
half eagles introduced in 1838 and 1839, respectively. 

All were the work of Chief Engraver Christian Gobrecht. While the larger coins 
received the motto IN GOD WE TRUST in 1866, the dainty quarter eagle proved 
too small. 



Click images to enlarge. 


When gold began to once again circulate freely in 1878-79, in accordance with the 
terms of the Specie Resumption Act of 1875, it quickly became evident that the 
quarter eagle was no longer needed for daily commerce. Subsequent issues were 
minted in small numbers to accomodate the market for holiday gifts and jewelry 
items. Just 2,960 non-proofs were minted in 1880, and gems such as this beauty 
are now highly prized. This delightful coin is fully struck and untoned, with very 
clean surfaces. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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NGC Highlights in December 
Monaco Auction 


Posted on 10/27/2016 

The Monaco sale features NGC-certified ancient and world coins. 

Editions V. Gadoury will host an auction on December 3, 2016 at the Hotel Le 
Meridien in Monaco. The sale features a number of NGC-certified ancient and 
world coins, including the following highlights: 

• Lot 11 - Roman Aureus, C. NORBANVS above, L. CESTIVS below, PR 
before, draped bust of Sibyl, NGC AU, Starting price 10,000 EUR (US 
$10,887) 

• Lot 78 - Roman Aureus, Gordian III, 238-244 AD, NGC MS, Starting price 
5,000 EUR (US $5,443) 

• Lot 164 - Australia, 1852, Victoria Pound, NGC XF 45, Starting price 8,000 
EUR (US $8,709) 

• Lot 164 (shown below) - Australia, 1856, Victoria Sovereign, Essai, NGC 
Proof 62 Ultra Cameo, Starting price 50,000 EUR (US $54,436) 



Click image to enlarge. 


• Lot 306 - China, 1986, Gold 1000 Yuan, NGC Proof 64 Ultra Cameo, 
Starting price 12,000 EUR (US $13,064) 




• Lot 358 - France, 1706, Louis XIV, Double Louis D’or, NGC MS 62, Starting 
price, 4,000 EUR (US $4,354) 

• Lot 477 - France, 1868, Gold 100 Francs, NGC MS 62, Starting price 5,000 
EUR (US $ 5,443) 

• Lot 530 - France, 1959, Gold 5 Francs, NGC MS 65, Starting price 15,000 
EUR (US $16,330) 

• Lot 573 - Great Britain, 1821, George Mil Gold Sovereign, NGC MS 62, 
Starting price 1,000 EUR (US $1,088) 

• Lot 761 (shown below) - Italian States - Sardinia, 1756, 5 Doppie, NGC MS 
62, Starting price 50,000 (US $54,436) 



Click image to enlarge. 


• Lot 809 - Italy, 1925 Vittorio Emanuele III Gold 100 Lire, NGC PF 63 Matte, 
Starting price 7,000 EUR (US $7,621) 

• Lot 898 - United States, 1853, Gold $20, New Orleans, NGC AU 53, 
Starting price EUR 1,000 (US $1,088) 

• Lot 951 - United States, 1876, Gold $20, Carson City, NGC AU 50, Starting 
price EUR 2,500 (US $2,721) 


Viewing will be available at the offices of Editions V. Gadoury beginning on 
November 2. For more information and to bid online, please visit Gadoury.com. 
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